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Methods of translational research, implementation & 
dissemination, and its theoretical references, concepts of 
knowledge circulation, and criteria for assessment of 
these processes are established subjects of implementa- 
tion and dissemination science. Due to the working 
group, 'Implementation and Dissemination Research' 
(ImDi) at the German Center for Neurodegenerative 
Diseases (DZNE) and the 'Section Dissemination and 
Implementation (SDI)' in the German Society of Nur- 
sing Science (DGP), the national and international dis- 
courses of the translational research has been more 
deeply thematized. 

There are three different perspectives: 

The quality of living with dementia depends on the per- 
son her/himself and her/his biography, the personal care 
and the social and material environment. Therefore, 
dementia care is culture specific. Experiences from other 
countries cannot always be transferred to the German 
context and particularly migrants need an extra awareness. 
Moreover the regulatory system is also important since the 
care potential depends on health care services and the 
whole health care system including reimbursement regula- 
tions (e.g. Long-Term Care insurance, LTCI). 

From the perspective of a clinician it can be determined 
that translational research mainly focuses on the connec- 
tion of fundamental and clinical research (e.g. drug devel- 
opment, longitudinal studies on biomarkers etc.). 

From the perspective of implementation and dissemi- 
nation research it can be determined that a) only a frac- 
tion of research results for people with dementia is 
translated into care practice; b) the implementation of 
care interventions is not carried out systematically; c) the 
systematic, structured, and sustainable implementation 
as well as the continuous evaluation of implementation 
effects are usually omitted, and d) research that focuses 
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implementation processes is usually not funded. With 
this in mind, it can be concluded, that implementation 
and dissemination research in Germany represents a 
huge research gap. 

Published: 7 July 2014 


doi:l 0.1 1 86/1 472-6963-1 4-S2-P1 04 

Cite this article as: Roes et al: The gap in dementia research: the need for 
translational research. BMC Health Services Research 2014 14(5uppl 2):P104 


Submit your next manuscript to BiolVled Central 
and tal<e full advantage of: 

• Convenient online submission 

• Thorough peer review 

• No space constraints or color figure charges 

• Immediate publication on acceptance 

• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar 

• Research which is freely available for redistribution 


Submit your manuscript at 
www.biomedcentraI.com/submit 


Ob* 


BioMed Central 


o 


© 2014 Roes et al; licensee BioMed Central Ltd. This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons 
DEmIUIa«I r~cir^-l-rtal Attribution License (http://creativecommons.Org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in 
DlwlVKSn \_fc:l I Lid I g^iy medium, provided the original v\/orl< is properly cited. The Creative Commons Public Domain Dedication waiver (http:// 

creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/) applies to the data made available in this article, unless otherv\/ise stated. 


